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R FOTURE KING GIUES OP HIS THRONE FOR THE SLOMS OF WHITECHAPEL

The Gorgeous Luxury of the Royal Court.

e

:

‘ﬁ’ PRINCE near in the line of snecesslon to an [mportant Hy-
4 A ropenn throne hns renounced his right of succesalon, his
runk and all 1ts privileges to labor ns a priest in the

most migerable reglon In the world.

Within 'n few weeks thiz transformation has tnken place,
which I8 not surprgsed by anything in the early days of the
Churel, when Roman patricians sere mnriyred for thelr devo-
tion to the new falth, or the days of the crusades, when great
nobles sold themselves into beggary to deliver the sepulehro
of Christ.

These men acted under the Impulse of great movements that
were stirting humanity, but Prinee Max of Saxony wns gulded
only by hls own canselence when he gave up hls rogal rank to
become o priest In Whitechapel.

A dry legnl docnment signed less than two months ago
In the royal palace at Dresden, tells part of the story. It roads
as follows:

“We, Max, Duke of Sazony, having been congecraled to the
holy priesthond, do hereby reounce for all time, with the
restrictlons hereafter mentioned, all rights appertaining to us
R84 prince of the roynl Wouse of Haxony, under the ‘decree of
September 4, 1831, relating to the succession to the throne; to
the adminlstration of the kingdom, to partipipation In the
royal Tamily counell, and to membership In the upper house of
the Legisinture, and also under the royal hounse decree of De.
cember 30, 1837, relating to money allowances, sulte and the
successlon in the collaternl lne. This renunclation shall be
Ineffective if at any time, the Saxon royal throne being wva-
cant, we shall be the only surviving prince of the royal house
of Baxony,

"Dresden, Augnst 1, 1806."

But this document tells only half the story. In it the prince
renounces his. privileges, but it legves yon free to sappose that
he will enter the priesthood of his native land and rise with
rapidity and honor to the highest place in the Baxon hlernrehy.
It does not, of course, Intimate that he will be a priest In
filthy Whitechapel, What s more, the prince gave no pubiie
intimntion that he. would do so, The German papers which
recorded his entry Into the Church as a remarkable et had
no knowledge of hlg Intentlon.

The young prince wis as modest sz he was devoted, He
trled to dlvest hls gréat renuneclation of any theatrienl effect
#s fur 8s that was possible. The next time that he was spoken
of In the newspapers he had preached to the Germans of
Whitechapel, telllng them thapy he came among them as o
priest, not a prince, and that he wished them to call him
“Iather Max."

Before golng furiber, It will be well to tell exanotly what
pogition thls young man occuples in the royal fumily of Sax-
ony. He Is the neplhew of the present King Albert of Saxony,
and the son of the King's brother and helr presumptive, Prince
George.

Hig father, Prince George, has two sons older than Prince
Max, but only one of them has chlldren. Therefore, althouzh
there are severnl llves botween Prince Max ahd the throne,
only the children of his elder brother wotld be tkely to divert
tha eventual snccession from him. His chances of succeeding
to the throme were very considerable before lhis renunclation—
equal, In fact, to those of the present Duke of York when
he was a boy of suceeeding to the Hnglish throne. Prince
Max bss a younger brother, to whom lis right of sucecession
will pnss.

The young prlest's full nnme Is Maximillan Willlam Aungus-
tus| Alliert Oharles Gregory Odo. Fe was born at Diesden,
November 17, 1870, Before prepaving for the prlesthood he
wne o Heutenant in the Pirst Regiment of Saxon Uhlans, which
bears the name of the Lmperor Franels Joseph of Austria. He
had alrendy gofned by the opdinary process of stuly and ex-
amination the degree of doctor of lnws, & somewhat unusunl
thing for a prince,

He was not more than a year In the army, and during that
(me hl8 inelinations had turned to n different kind of Mie
There were no small dlffieultles to hinder o prince of less than
twenty-thiree years, near lo sneeession to the throne, from be-
coming o priest. King Albert, although he 1s & devout Onth-
olle and has o reputation for eusy good nature, wus__sl‘mugly
(opposed. to his nephew's propesed course. His father, Fleld
Murshal Pringe George, however, was éurly brought to his son's
glde. Prince Max wis very persistent, and in 1893 the King
gave his consent, The declsion wius annonueed to the Yope,
who sent his blesslug, s

Prince Max put off e uniform of his pegiment of luucers
tn 1803, and sssumed the black garb of o theological student.
He entered the Seminary of Blehstuott. On July 26 of this

¢ Be was recelved into the priesthood by Dr. Witl, Vieur
Apostolie of Snxony, and on August 1 he celebrated bis first
mess in Dresden. The wlole royul family was present, ani
fliie robe which he wore was the work of Queen Caroline of

Saxony. After the ceremony the royal famlly and the Cabinet
Minlsters sesembled at the palace, whalm the deed of renunein-

rlutad was signed.
uo:v::hr:ﬂ:' :lonth of thly time it was learned that Prinee

Max of Saxony wa# a working priest in Whitechapel, the Hast
Tondon district which contalns more paverty, _mlu-ry, filth and
orime than any area of equal extent In:the world. In White
chapel there nre tens of thousanils of German-gpeaking people,
and théy are not JNong the least mlaamb*ha of Itz population.

;e linglish workmen complain that the Germuns are starving
gem by anderbldding, and the Germans can therefore have

”1?gu'::m§;w Bbeon a sickenlig change from:the beautiful
and pleasant city of Dresden, with ita palaces, to the over-
whelming misery of Whitechapel, ‘There ave poverty and mis.
ety In DI ‘but they do not abtrude on a royul prince. In

“MAX, Duke of Saxony.

The Wretechedness and Misery of the Slums,

affalrs of dally fe, and contalued nothing pecullarly personal.
Ho showed himself an eloguent preacher, He is able to speak
English almost a8 well ag German.

In appearance he ls of middle helght, with n lnrge head and
# very high forehead. His miliary training bhas given him
erectness of earrlage, but he 18 obviously dellente. He has falr
balr, which Is growlng thin on thé forehead, and blue eyes,
he expression of hls fuce I8 very spiritnal and gentle.

On the evening of his first Sundny in. Whitechapel he ai-
tended a mecting of the Gesellenverein, or Workingmen's Club,

attaphed to the Misslon of St. Boniface. Bpeeches were made |

weleoming him, and In reply Le sald:

1 come aAmong Fou not as s Prinee, but «imply os a priest,
I am a worker myself, for to my mind no honof Iz so gront ns
that of Iabor,”

Take n brief glance at the distriet In which the Saxon
Prince 15 to labor. The best obtainable statistics are those of
Mr. Charlés Booth, who is also quoted as un anthority by
General Willinm Booth, of the Salvatlon Army. He gives the
entlve population of the Fust End of London as 008,000, and
of thege 281,000 gpes In want. He divides them as follows:
Starving, 100,000; paupers, 17,000; hotneless, 11,0005 very poor,
203,000. The wast misery represented by these figures s no-
wheve more intense than in Whitechapel.

““Tens of thousands," wrltes & worker, “‘are erowded to-
gether amld horrors which call to mind what we Have heard
nbout the middle passage of the siave rhips, To get Into
their homes voun have ta penetrate courts reeking with pol-
sotiotts nod malodorous gases, #rising from ncoumulations of
sownge und refuse seattered In all divectlons, and often How-
Ing beneath your féet—eourts, many of them, which the sun
never penetrates, which nre never visited by o breath of fresh
sir, and are rarely visited by a drop of cleansing wuter.

“You have tp aseend wptten stalrenses, which threnten to
give way benedth every step, and which In some plices have
already broken down, leaving gaps that lmperil the Hmbs and
lives of the unwary. You lave to grope your way along dark
and Althy passages swarmlng with vermln. Thea, if yon nre
not drivet Back by the Intolerable etench, you may gain ad-
mlttance to the dens in whbleh thousands of homan belngs—
who belong as much as you to the race for whom Christ died
—herd together,

“Have you pitled the poor erentures who sleep under rail-
way arches, in carts or ensks, or under any shelter which
they ecan find In the open alr? You will see that they are 1o
be envied In comparison with those whose lot It Is to seek
refuge here,

“Every room in these rotten and reeking terpement houses
econtalng a fumlly, often two, In one cellar a sanitary In-
spector reports finding a father, mother, three chlldren and
four pigs. In aunother room n missiopary found a man 11
with smallpox, his wife just recovering from her eighth con-
flugment, and the children running about half nonked and cov-
¢red with dirt, Here ate seven people living In one under-
ground kKitehen, dnd & lttle dead ¢hild lylug fn the snme
room, Elsewhere ls & poor widow, lher three children, and a
destd chiid, who hns been dend thirteen days. Hep husband,
who wis n cabman, had shortly before committed saiclde, Hero
Uves n widow and six children, ifncluding one doughier of
twenty-nine, another of twenty-one and o son of twenty-
sevet, Atother apartrient contalos father, mother and six
clilldren, two of whom ate 11l with scariet fever,

“In another nine brothers and sisteérs, from ‘twenty-nine
yenrs of sge downward, lve, eat and sleep together.

“Thoere Is'a mother who turns her chlldeén Into the street
in the early evening becnuse she lets bor rooms for lmmoral
purpases until long nofter midnight, when the poesr little
wretches creep back again if they have not found some shelter
elsewhere. Where there ure bedd Lhey arve slmply henps of
dirty rogs, shavings or straw, but for the most part these
miserallé belhgs find rest only vpon the flthy Donrde ™

It is also to be remombered that Whitcchapel was o few
venrs ago the scene of the most slckening serles of murnders
known in modern times.

Turn from tils pleture of unrelieved misery to & hrief de.
soription of Diresden and 1ts royai painces, in which the priest
of Whitechapel might have sumptocus apartments.

The toyal palgee, rebullt In 1543 by Duke George and fre-
guently augmented, Is a great bullding of Irregular shape. It
Is Surmounted by a toveer 887 feet high, the higlest In
Diresden,

The interlor of the palace is embellislied with beauntiful
frescoes by Beodemann, completed 'in 1845, In the ballroom
are scencs from Greck mythology, processlon of Bacchus and
ullegorical fgures of poetry, musie, dinclug, archlteeture,
seulpture and paloting; the morriage of Alexander and Hox-
ang, Nuptialg of Thetls, and Apollo In the cliiriol drawn by
swing, In the thrope room or bunguét hall the fonr edtates
are represented in scenes from the hlstory of the Wmperor
Henry 1., who was of the Saxon royal family.

The green vault on the ground foor contains. one of the
most valuable existing collections of curiositivs—jewels, trinks
ets and smnll works of art, dating clilefly from the Inte He-
palssanee aud Rococo perlods. The Gesmun goldsiniths' work
of the sixteenth and seventeunth centurles, the cunmels of
Limoges and the arts of Ivory earving and erystal catting are
patticularly well represented.

In the palace chapel are pletares by Rembrandt, Poussin,
Guido Reni, Annibale Cargeci and, many others.

Another famous palace Is the Zuringer, & very elaborate
Rennlasanee strocture bnllt for Augustus I1., who taticled that
he regembled Lonis XIV,, 'of Frince, It 15 now used s o
musenm, Connected with it 1s the museiun which has a World-
wide fame, because it contains Raphael's Sistine Madonna.

“The museum contiins altogether phout 2,600 pletures. Among
the other artists are Thtlan, Correggio, Leounrdo da Vinel,

Paoto Veropese, Anires del Sarto, Guilio Romano, Tubens,

Remb: Rugsileal and Tenlers. The eolieet
the L ax tho finest fn th
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